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28 CFR Ch. V (7–1–09 Edition) § 548.10 

Subpart B—Religious Beliefs and Practices 
of Committed Offenders 

Sec. 
548.10 Purpose and scope. 
548.11 Definition. 
548.12 Chaplains. 
548.13 Schedules and facilities. 
548.14 Community involvement (volunteers, 

contractors). 
548.15 Equity. 
548.16 Inmate religious property. 
548.17 Work assignments. 
548.18 Observance of religious holy days. 
548.19 Pastoral visits. 
548.20 Dietary practices. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 3621, 3622, 
3624, 4001, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed in part as 
to offenses committed on or after November 
1, 1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 
as to offenses committed after that date), 
5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 42 U.S.C. 1996; 28 CFR 
0.95–0.99. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 38251, June 29, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Religious Beliefs and 
Practices of Committed Offenders 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 4001, 4042, 
4081, 4082, 5006–5024, 5039; 28 U.S.C. 509, 510; 42 
U.S.C. 1996; 28 CFR 0.95–0.99. 

SOURCE: 60 FR 46486, Sept. 6, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 548.10 Purpose and scope. 
(a) The Bureau of Prisons provides 

inmates of all faith groups with reason-
able and equitable opportunities to 
pursue religious beliefs and practices, 
within the constraints of budgetary 
limitations and consistent with the se-
curity and orderly running of the insti-
tution and the Bureau of Prisons. 

(b) When considered necessary for the 
security or good order of the institu-
tion, the Warden may limit attendance 
at or discontinue a religious activity. 
Opportunities for religious activities 
are open to the entire inmate popu-
lation, without regard to race, color, 
nationality, or ordinarily, creed. The 
Warden, after consulting with the in-
stitution chaplain, may limit partici-
pation in a particular religious activity 
or practice to the members of that reli-
gious group. Ordinarily, when the na-
ture of the activity or practice (e.g., re-

ligious fasts, wearing of headwear, 
work proscription, ceremonial meals) 
indicates a need for such a limitation, 
only those inmates whose files reflect 
the pertinent religious preference will 
be included. 

(c) The Bureau of Prisons does not re-
quire an inmate to profess a religious 
belief. An inmate may designate any or 
no religious preference at his/her ini-
tial team screening. By notifying the 
chaplain in writing, an inmate may re-
quest to change this designation at any 
time, and the change will be effected in 
a timely fashion. 

§ 548.11 Definition. 
For purposes of this subpart, the 

term ‘‘religious activity’’ includes reli-
gious diets, services, ceremonies, and 
meetings. 

§ 548.12 Chaplains. 
Institution chaplains are responsible 

for managing religious activities with-
in the institution. Institution chap-
lains are available upon request to pro-
vide pastoral care and counseling to in-
mates through group programs and in-
dividual services. Pastoral care and 
counseling from representatives in the 
community are available in accordance 
with the provisions of §§ 548.14 and 
548.19. The chaplain may ask the re-
questing inmate to provide information 
regarding specific requested religious 
activities for the purpose of making an 
informed decision regarding the re-
quest. 

[62 FR 44836, Aug. 22, 1997] 

§ 548.13 Schedules and facilities. 
(a) Under the general supervision of 

the Warden, chaplains shall schedule 
and direct the institution’s religious 
activities. 

(b) The Warden may relieve an in-
mate from an institution program or 
assignment if a religious activity is 
also scheduled at that time. 

(c) Institutions shall have space des-
ignated for the conduct of religious ac-
tivities. 

§ 548.14 Community involvement (vol-
unteers, contractors). 

(a) The institution’s chaplain may 
contract with representatives of faith 
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